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Trade turbulence and global agricultural markets
Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University Extension Livestock Marketing Specialist
Agricultural markets are caught in a whirlwind of trade disruptions. Direct market shocks will
lead to ripple effects likely to affect most agricultural markets worldwide in the coming months.
It’s important to have a global perspective of major agricultural markets in order to anticipate
how markets may be impacted. The following global market profiles are based on current
USDA estimates.
The European Union is the largest wheat producer with 20.0 percent of total world wheat
production, followed by China (17.1 percent); India (13.0 percent); Russia (11.2 percent) and the
U.S. (6.2 percent). Russia accounts for 22.5 percent of global wheat exports, ahead of the U.S.
with 13.5 percent; European Union (12.8 percent); Canada (12.5 percent) and the Ukraine (9.6
percent). Wheat exports are widespread; the biggest wheat importing countries are Brazil, the
European Union, U.S. and China each accounting for two to four percent of global wheat
imports. Major wheat importing regions include North Africa (15.1 percent); Southeast Asia
(14.6 percent); and the Middle East (10.1 percent).
The U.S. is the largest corn producer (35.9 percent) globally, followed by China (20.9 percent);
Brazil (8.1 percent); European Union (6.0 percent); Argentina (3.2 percent) and Mexico (2.6
percent). The U.S. exports 40.5 percent of total corn exports ahead of Brazil (17.3 percent);
Argentina (15.9 percent) and the Ukraine (13.0 percent). The European Union (12.3 percent)
and Mexico (11.1 percent) are the two largest corm importers followed by Japan (10.4 percent);
South Korea (6.7 percent) and Egypt (6.4 percent).
The U.S. and Brazil dominate global soybean production with each producing 35.5 percent of
global production followed by Argentina (11.0 percent); China (4.2 percent) and Paraguay (3.0
percent). Brazil exports 49.0 percent of total soybean exports, followed the U.S. (37.3 percent),

Paraguay (4.1 percent); and Argentina (2.0 percent). China accounts for a whopping 62.9
percent of global soybean imports, followed by the European Union (9.1 percent) as well as
Mexico (3.0 percent); Argentina (2.4 percent) and Japan (2.1 percent).
China produces nearly half of the world’s pork (48.2 percent), followed by the European Union
(21.2 percent); U.S. (10.7 percent); Brazil (3.2 percent); and Russia (2.7 percent). The European
Union exports 34.8 percent of global pork exports, with the U.S. adding another 32.1 percent
plus Canada (16.2 percent); Brazil (7.5 percent) and China (2.7 percent). China is the largest
pork importer (19.2 percent), along with Japan (18.9 percent); Mexico (15.1 percent); South
Korea (8.1 percent) and Hong Kong (6.3 percent).
The U.S. is the biggest beef producer with 20.0 percent of global beef production, ahead of
Brazil (15.7 percent); European Union (12.5 percent); China (11.6 percent); India (6.8 percent);
Argentina (4.6 percent); Australia (3.6 percent) with smaller amounts produced in Mexico,
Pakistan and Turkey. Brazil is the largest beef exporter at 19.3 percent of global exports,
followed closely by India (18.1 percent) as well as Australia (15.4 percent); U.S. (13.1 percent);
New Zealand (5.3 percent) and Canada (4.6 percent). Major beef importers include the U.S. with
16.6 percent of total world beef imports, along with China (14.4 percent); Japan (10.0 percent);
Hong Kong (7.0 percent); South Korea (6.7 percent) and Russia (4.8 percent).
The U.S. produces 20.6 percent of total global broiler meat production along with Brazil (14.5
percent); European Union (13.0 percent); China (12.7 percent); India (5.0 percent) and Russia
(4.3 percent). Brazil is the largest global broiler meat exporter accounting for 34.4 percent of the
total, ahead of the U.S. (28.0 percent); European Union (11.5 percent); Thailand (7.2 percent);
China (3.9 percent) and Turkey (3.8 percent). The largest broiler meat importing countries are
Japan (12.8 percent); Mexico (9.1 percent); European Union 7.9 percent); Iraq (7.6 percent);
South Africa (5.9 percent) and Saudi Arabia (5.0 percent).
With many changes hitting agricultural markets simultaneously it is very difficult to sort out how
markets may be impacted and for how long. In some cases, global market shares may be
affected in the short run and possibly long term as well.

Fall calving season is fast approaching
Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Emeritus Extension Animal Scientist
Many fall-calving cow herds are managed to begin the calving season near the first of
September. Data from Oklahoma State University research indicates that fall calving may begin
even sooner than producers expect. The gestation length of cows that gestate during the hot
summer months has been shown to be about 5 days shorter than counter parts that are bred to
have the last trimester of pregnancy in cooler weather. (Kastner, et al. 2004 OSU Animal
Science Research Report). At any time of year, calving dates will vary slightly around an
average of about 283 days. Some will naturally be born earlier than the “gestation table” in
handbooks would indicate. Therefore, producers with fall-calving cows should expect the first
calves to arrive as much as 10 days ahead of the predicted first calving date. Consequently, the

checking of first calf heifers should begin around the 20th of August if the predicted first calving
date is September 1.
With the calving season so rapidly approaching now is the time to put together your “calving
kit”. The “calving kit” should contain at least the following: disposable obstetrical sleeves, nonirritant antiseptic, lubricant, obstetrical chains (60 inch and/or two 30 inch chains), two
obstetrical handles. Mechanical calf pullers should be close to the calving kit.. Also have a
tincture of iodine solution that can be used to treat navels of newborns shortly after birth. Don’t
forget the simple things like a good flashlight and extra batteries and some old towels or a roll of
paper towels.
It may be helpful for you to have all these things and other items you may want to include
packed into a 5 gallon bucket to make up a “calving kit” so you can grab everything at
once. Place that bucket in a location that can be found and reached by everyone in the operation.
Also a laminated “calving protocol” instruction sheet could be posted in the barn or calving
shed. Include on this sheet phone numbers of the local large animal veterinarian, and any
neighbor or relative that is willing and able to lend a hand if extra help is needed. Before the
calving season begins download and read Oklahoma State University Extension Circular E-1006:
Calving Time Management for Beef Cows and Heifers.

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972, Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal laws and regulations, does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This
includes but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services. References within this publication to any specific
commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, service mark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not constitute or imply
endorsement by Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service.

